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Clje Siititan JWufitum 


The India II Museiini is the offspring of tlie 
Asiatic Society of lieiigal; a knowledge of th(‘ latt(‘i\ 
is tlien necessary in order to ti'ace the birth and 
development of the Institution. Little did the great 
Oriental scholar and linguist, Sir William dones, 
imagine, when he laid the foundation of the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal, in (’alcutta, in 1784, that in tlie 
course of tv.-i\e it would assume, such proportions and 
that, with the steady progress of learning and science 
in India, an institution Avould arise in the shape of 
the Indian Museum, wdiich for u.sefulness and magni- 
tude was de.stine<l to cast its progenitor into the shade. 

In the beginning the Asiatic SiMaety had no 
permanent dwelling of its own. As the many relies 
and curiosities sent by those interested in its growth 
began to accumulate, the want of a. suitable 
repository for their preservation began to be seriously 
felt and the (Jov eminent of India offered a free gift 
of a suitable piece of land at the corner between Park 
Street and (diowriiighee on which the building for the 
Society was erected and which continues to the 
present day. 

The question of the storage and preservation of 
the various curiosities received from its members came 
uj.) before the Society as early as 1796. The matter 
came to a head in February 1814 when Dr. Nathaniel 
Walb'ch, a Danish botanist, wTote a letter to the 
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Society sti’ongly siipf)orting the ^ formation of a 
Mnsenm in f'alciittn and liolding out the avssnrancc 
of his active and wliole-Jieartcd co-operation. Tlie 
members of the Society resolved to establish a Museum 
in the Society's premises, to he divided into'' two 
sections, viz.: (a) archaeological, ethnological and 
technical; and (b) geological and zoological. I'he 
librarian of the Society was placed in charge of the 
fonner and Dr. Wallich took charge of the latter. 
'Pile scope of the Museum expanded till it became a 
storehouse of rare materials refle(‘ting Oriental 
manners, cnistoms, history and also on the [)eculiai‘ities 
of art including products of Nature found in the East. 

Strenuous efforts were made to collect 
inscriptions, on stojic or brass, ancientSaioniiments, 
either Hindu or Muhammadaa, figures of Hindu 
deities, ancient coins, ancient manuscripts, instru- 
ments of war peculiar to the East, instruments of 
music, vessels used in religious ceremonies, implements 
of [ndian art and manufacture, animals peculiar to 
liidia, dried or preserved skeletons or partiiuilar 
bones of such animals, birds stuffed or preserved, 
dried plants and fruits, mineral or vegetable prepara- 
tions peculiar to Eastern pharmacy, ores and metals 
of every description and other articles serviceable to 
history and science. ’’ 

Under the supervision of Dr. Wallich and 
aided by the sympathy of such scholars as Colonel 
Stuart, Dr. Tytler, General Mackenzie, Mr. Brian 
Hudson, Captain Dillon and Babu Ramkamal Sen, 
the Museum soon increased in prosperity. * 

After the resignation of Dr. Wallich, paid 
Curators were appointeil on salaries ranging from 
Rs. 50 to Rs. 200 a month. The Soc'let^^up^ 
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to 1830 paid tlie salary ot the Curator from 
its own purse; but as its bankers. Palmer and Com- 
pany, beeame insolvent that year, the 8>oei(‘tv was 
obliged ‘to memorialize the (lovernmeut for a gi-ant 
froiu the publie funds. A temporary grant of Ks. :2(UI 
per mensem ])ayable from the 1st August 1837 wa.-' 
sanctioned for the iif)-l<ecp of the existing .Museum 
and the ii[)rary of the Society. 

After the sanction of the grant l)r. A . 'P. I Varson, 
of the llengal Movdical Servi(*e, was ap[)ointed Curator, 
and was slairtly after .succeeded l)v Dr. McClelland. 
Mr. Kdward lllyth assumed charge when Mr. 
-McClelland resigned. l>y their letter of the isth 
September 18:it), the Court of Directors sanclioued 
a grant of-4{s. 300 a month foi' the salary of the 
Curator and for the general maintename of the 
■Museum and al.so authorized the (lovt'rnment of India 
to sanction grants from time to lime for special 
1 urposc's. 

In 183.) the attention of the (iovernment of India 
was directed especially by the satisfaclory working of 
the l{anigunge Coal Mines towards the development 
of the mineral 1 esourees of the country, and they began 
in 1840 seriou.sly to think of ojiening a Museum of 
Economic (leology in the Society's rooms. TheiMuscMim 
w'as greatly enricdied by the presentation of valuahk' 
and rare geological specimens collected by Captain 
(1. Tl. Premenheere, who went to England in 1841 for 
that purpose. For a sei)arate Curator of this 
Geological Museum, the Government of India 
sanctioned an a/lditional grant of lis. ^ilO a month. 

IIj) to 18.56 this Museum of Economic Geology 
continued to occupy the premises of the Soca'ety. In 
that year, however, the portion of the collection 



owned by the Clovevninent of India, was i-enioved to 
jVo. 1, Jlastiiigs Street, in connection with the (Geolo- 
gical Survey of India then recently establisliod. Tins 
removal set free a considerable amount of space in 
the Society's rooms which was fully utilized f(;V the 
display of tlie archseological and zoological collections 
whic*h had grown with sur])rising rapidity under the 
able management of Mr. Hlyth. 

With the progress of time, howevei', it becanu^ 
apparent that the further development of the Museum 
]n the Society's rooms would ere long come to a luilt 
because of the. limited sp;)ce and funds at its disposjil. 
In 1808 the members of the Society submitted 
a [proposal to the (Government of India “ foi‘ the 
foundation of .an Imperial Museum in tnV metro])olis 
to which the whole of the Society's collections exce])t 
the library might be transferred." The (Government 
of Indiii could not .•iccede to the Society's recpiest on 
the ground of economy ; at the same time they 
expressed their readiness to relieve the Society of the 
congestion by taking over the geologiciil ami fialeonto- 
logical collections from its chaige. I'his answer did 
not, however, satisfy the Society and the members 
decided to memorijdize the Secretjiry of Stiite for 
Tndiii in Oouncil direct foi' the establishment of a 
Museum in ('jilcutta. 

On 22nd May 1862, the Government of India 
informed the Society that "the time luul .arrived 
when the foundation of a Publicr Museum in Calcutta 
which had been generally accepted as a duty of the 
Government may be corsideretl with a view to its 
practical realisation.” With regard to the locality 
of the Museum they wrote : “The Governor General in 
Council considers that it may be most advantageously 
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placed oil the site now occupied by the Small 
(.'aiises (’ourt in Chowringhee Road and that some 
siK^h biiildiiijf as that wiiicli lias l ee*n recently proposetl 
by Dr. ttldham (liimselT a member of the Society's 
Council) for the (joveiaiment (lcolo}»‘ical Museum will 
be well adajited to tiie jiurposc's of the llenei-al 
Ariiseum.” 'I’hey further sn<.>:i!:este(l that “ 'I'he 
Indian Museum shoidd be the aiiprojiriale name of 
the proposed Institution. 

As a result of corrcsjiondence bi'tween the .\siatic 
Society and the (lovernment which lasted till the 
middle of the year IHbii, it Avas arran^c'd (hat (he 
zo()lo‘>-i(‘al, geological and archa;ological lollections 
of (he .Asiatic Society should hi' (ransi'erred to (he 
Jioard of 'I’lv.-stees for the jirc-pi.sed Musi'uni and that 
the (ioverument should provide' ai'comniodalion for 
the Society in the Museum building to be held by it 
as an independent body, d'he fiidian Museum Act of 
18<)h ai-cordcd legislative sanction to thi'si' I'onditions. 
Later on the Society changed its mind about moving 
to the Mnsenni building and reci'ived compensation 
irom Government for giving up its rights to 
accommodation in the building. 

The Aluseum — hitherto the [iroi erty of the Asiatic 
Society of Rengal -now ceased to be such and 
developed into an “Imperial” institution. It Avas 
not, hoAA^ever, till 1875 that the Museum building a 
masterpiei'c of the building art in India- was made 
ready for occupation. I'he rare and precious collec- 
tions which liad accuraulated since 1814 in the 
Asiatic irlocietyj thanks to the enthusiasm of a 
laborious and unselfish band of workers, Avere then 
transferred to the Museum building. It soon became 
evident Jto the Society, that for some cogent reasons 
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it would not be advisable for them to occupy the 
Musoiun buildiii" and it refiistMl to leave its old 
j'l-emisos. 

In the meanti?no the Trustees of thc^ Indian 
Miiseuui, who now had the very valuable colloctidn of 
meteovi(- stones and irons collected by the Asiatic 
Socio'ty and the (Geological Survey Departinenl . 
re(piested the Madras and Bombay (Governments to 
hel}) them by pres(“nting ])ortions of any meteoi’ites 
that tniglit fall within their jurisdictions. In making 
this proposal the Board of Trustees adniitte.l that it 
was their desire that "the collei'tion that would be 
available in the Indian Museum, might be next to 
those of the British Museum and Viemm, the most 
perfe(‘t series extant and thus might offer {.o mimTa le- 
gists for the purposes of comp. tison and descri|)tion. 
such as was available nowhere else but in London and 
Vienna.’’ 

With the occupation of tin* building the rpiestion 
of organising the Museuju followi'd. do this laborious 
task Dr. dohn Anderson, the first Ckirator. and his 
assistant, Mr. Janu*s Wood-Mason, devoted them- 
selves. ’Pile work occupied them more than two yeai-s 
and it was not before 1878 that the building was 
opened to the public. 

'Phis impressive building which had a frontage of 
three hundred feet facing the Maidan Avas designed 
by Mr. Walter B. (Granville and was completed in 
1875 at a cost of Rs. 1,40.000. The institution is a 
lasting memorial to the ungrudging effort of a few' 
scientists and educationists wdio devoted their all, in 
order that others might l)enefit in the years to be. 

The various sections into w'hich the Museum is 
divided may be dealt with separately. 



Tin'; KNrKANM'K U.M.L 


rilK ARCH/EOr.O(HCAI> SECTION 

Visitors to tho ArcliJiPoloj'ifiil Soction ot‘ tlio 
ftidimi Museum, who wish to begin with the pr<*- 
historie antiquities, should enter the new bloeK oi‘ tlie 
Museum building by the marbh' staircase and on 
entering the adjoining gallery known as the N'ew Hall 
should go to the northern end of the hall and begin 
to examine the specimens from there. In 'Fable Case 
No. 1 and Wall Case No. 1 are exhibited paleolithic 
implements from different parts of India and also from 
other py,rtsof the world. Two of the Indian paleoliths 
deserve special notice. C. 55 was found in the old 
alluvium of the Godavari valley with the I’cmains 
of a species of elephant now extinct. C. I7l was 
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found in tlie old alliiviuin of the N'arbada valley 
with remains of animals which are entirely extinct, 
namely, types of bear, buffalo or cow. hippopotamus 
or elephant. Neoliths found indifferent parts of India 
including Hint cores from tlic hills near Ifhori in ^iud 
are displayed on the left side of '^Pable ('ase No. 2. 
On the right side of the same Table (’ase are dis])layed 
neoliths from other parts of the world. 

CV)|)per implements including cells, swords, 
harpoou-headis found in tlu‘ Tnited 1’i‘ovinces. ('hota 
Nagpur, Orissa and at (lungeria in llu' Central 
Provinces a»‘e displayed in Wall Ca.se No. 17. 

fn 'Palde Cases Nos. ‘3 — 7 and in all Wall Cases 
Nos. 2 4 (lowest two shelves oidy) are exhibited 

autkiuities of the Calcolithic age Ovhen c<.p,per im))le- 
ments and flint knives and flak; vaav simultaneously 
used) unearthed at Mahen jo-da ro in the Larkana 
Oistrict in Sind by Messrs. 11. 1). Panerii and M. S. 
Vats. Most intei’csting among these antiquities are 
ten seals from Mahenjo-daro and one from flaraiipa 
in the Montgomery Distriefc in the Punjalt with [picture- 
writing. Most of these seals bear the sUilfullv carved 
figure of an animal with one Jiorn. All these seals 
are exhibited in Table Case No. 5. With these seals 
are exhibited two co])per objects from Mahenjo-daro, 
one round and the other l•(*ctangular, bearing 
pictographs on both sides. 

On the three upper shelves of Wall Case No. 4 
are exhibited antiquities excavated by Major Mockler 
from certain mined towns and a series of tombs 
associated with them in Makran in lialuchistan, 
most of which are assignable to the (kppper Age. 

Pre-historie Iron Age pottery and inqplements 
from different sites of the Madras l^residencv are 
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1 ‘xliibited in I’.iblo ( 'jiso .No. S jiiul Wall Cast's \t)s. la 
and ]() and in llie big slaiidin*; taso nt'xl to tho 
Hg’vplian Mnniiny. 

Next to 'Pablo Cast' No. 7, in a Pablo ('aso wilb 
gun-molal top art' t'xliil)itod tbo ovystal bowl and soap 
stono vases found inside ilio bij^’ s'lont' box placed 
behind tbo ease and orii'inally oxoavalod from a 
Stu[)a near tbo village of IMpeabwa in tbo Mirtlpur 
Estate, Masli Disti'iot, on Ibt' I ksa Nepal l»o;id, bv 
Wdlliain Caxton I’oopo. in 18bf^. 'I'bi'.so vases eon 
lainod bones said to bo those of Ui ddba logotboc with 
otber objoots oxbd)itod in tbo a;ljt)inin.g panel. 'Pbo 
insori|)tion on one of tbo vases in ancient Hi'abmi 
ebaraett'r statt's : “ 'Phis roeoiitaelo of tbo |•(‘!ios of 
tlu^ IxkIv oErbo Eoi'd Ibiddlia of tbo Sakyas (is tbo 
deposit) (tf tbo bi'otbt'vs of Snkviti, with sisters, with 
son.s and wives,'’ 

Otbo' notabb' objofts ('xbibilotl in the Now Hall 
are aJititinities oxeavatod by iSir dobn .Vlarsball at 
I'jixila (Wall Case .No. 0), antitp'itio.s oxoavatt'd by 
Sir .John Marshall at iVbita (Wall Cases .Nos. band 1 I 
and 'Pablo Cases Nos. 12 and 14). On tlie right side 
of 'Pablo Case No. 12 are oxbibitt'd certain voi'y 
intero.stiiig terra cottas from Kosain in the Allahabad 
District. Some of tbo anti(]uities col loop'd by Sir 
Auriel Stein in bis iirst expedition to Kliotan are 
exhibited in Wall Case No. 7. In tbo big standing 
ease opf)osito to the ontranec door of tbo ball are 
o..xlul)ited s])eeimen.s recovered l>y Cnnningbain at 

Bodh (lava. 

• • 

• Visitors wlio desire to follow the development of 
plastic, art in fridia from the earliest hist»)ri(‘ period 
should bfgin with the main Enti'ance Hall. In one 
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of tJie l){iys of this IimII an* oxliihited ll)e ori^inai 
.IJoii ('apital of an insorihed ])illar of Asoka (li. ('. 
*207 280) from Rampuvwa in tho Champaran District 

in liiliar and tho, oriy;inal Bidl Capital of ,a jnllar 
erected prol)al)ly In' tho same kin{^ at tl)e saim* phu-e. 
In another hay of tho same hall are lixed two hip; 
^'aksha statues in the round from the site of I’atali- 
putra near I’atna and dating from about 20(> M. (’. 
The Kalpailruma (wishing tree) and the colossal 
female statue from lleshnagar in another hay of the 
haitrance Hall belong to the suei'ceding Sunga ])eriod. 


In the gallery to the south of the Entrance Hall, 
known as the Hharhut gallery, is exhibited a large 
colkM'tion of si ulptures of the Suuga period. Among 
these the most notable are the elaborately carved red 


sandstone rail pillars, cross bars and copings belo?ig- 
ing to the great ground rail round the liud.dhist 
Stupa at Hharhut in the iSagod State in Haghelkhund. 
The ground rail and the gateways of the Stupa of 
Hharhut were probably erected l)etween loO to 100 
H. C. 'I’he ba.s-ndiefs illustrate several .stories 
relating to (lautama Huddha’s pre-births (.latakas) 
and incid(‘nts in his previous births. These precious 
relics of the earliest jdia.se of Indian ])lastic art were 
discov(‘red by Cunningham in 1874. 


In the room adjoining the Hharhut gallery is 
exhibite{l the line collection of Greco-Huddhist 
sculptures from (jandhara (Pe.shawar District) 
dating from the begin ling of the Christian era to the 
8rd or 4th century A. D. Besides the images of 
Buddha that make their appearance for the fii»st 
time, the most notable s[)eciniens in this collection are 
the bas-reliefs illustrating the different events in the 
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life of (i<uitam;i JUiddha displayt'd sei ially alniio- Iwd 
of the walls witli suitable labels. 

To the east of tlu' (j|andl»ara room is t!u‘ loiij^- 
(iiipta f^flllery, in the successive bays of whi(‘h are 
ai’ranged in c hronoloj^ical ordi'r specinuMis of sculp 
tore |)roduced by diflViviit schools of art that lloui*islu':l 
in India from the ))e<^innin<>* of the (dirisliaa era to 
about llJOO A. 1). On a table at the casttam end of 
tlie (inpta |L?ca!!(M*y ai*(' (i\ed a fi'w of tla* Ibahinanic 
and Hmldhist scul|)tnres fi*om Cambodia, and in the 
adjoininj^’ bay Xo. 10 is e\hil>it(Hl a fine collection 
of Ihiddhist vand Hrahinanic imaj^vs frt)m »Iava. 

I'o the east of the (Jupta gallery is the mwvly 
orj^anisc'd MosUan <»all(a*y whca*o is displayc'd a c'on 
s>deral)Je collection of Arabic and Persian insci*i|)- 
tions, faianaijs and otlica’ docamicMits, carvcai stones 
from tJanrand A<^’‘a with caiamelled tilc's. 

In the coin I'oom to tlie south of the Ncwv Hall 
are de|)ositcd a veiy larjje collection of Indian c*oins 
repnesenting all ages and also some valuable* non- 
riidian coins. Uc'centiy the (Jowrnment ()♦' India 
have lent for exhibition in the room two Moghul 
jewels that Nadir 8hah carried away from Delhi in 
1739. One of these is an emerald cii]) and tlie othe?* 
an inscribed emerald how-ring. 



TJIK li\VI-.i;TK|{R.\TK CAM-KKY. 

zool .o( j k:ai . si:(Ti ION 

The Z()(»l()gic-al (’olkvtioiis (»f the Indian Museum 
may r*)ughly lie tlividetl into two groujis : (1) the Show 
Colleetions exhibited in tlie ))nl)lie gallei’ies of the 
Museum, and (2) the Reserve ( 'olleetions. 'I ln'se 
consist of (1) almost the entire I'ollectioiis whicli 
were transferred to the Indian Museum about 1873 
from the museum of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 
(2) the collections made by the naturalists attached 
to the various military, punitive or boundary expedi- 
tions to the countries lying on the borders of India, 
(d) the marine collei’tions made by the Surgeon 
Naturalists on the Royal Indian Marine Survey 
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.Steamer I nre.itigator, (4) the natural history 
specimens presented to the Museum by ])rivate donors, 
(5) collections accpiired by purchase, and (h) the 
extensiv/^ collections made by tlie oHicers of the Natura l 
History Section of the Indian Museum up to IJtKi and 
since that date by the ofHcers of tJie Zooloj’icai Survey 
of India. 

I'he pul)lic j>'alleries in the Indian Musc'uni undt'r 
the Zoohcgical Surwy of India at the present moincmt 
include a very e.Ktensive and u|) to dali^ Invertehrate 
galleiv excluding' the Insects and Arachnids, tlie 
latti'r lieing exhihitc'd in a small ante* -room genc'i-ally 
known as the Insect gallery. Ifoth thi'.^e galleric's are 
<•11 the gretund Hooi' of the Museum. On the first Jloor 
the verUd)i'j;tes are exhibited in fcnir galleries : (1) a 
small I'dsh galiery, (2) Amphibian, Reptilian and 
Ril'd gallery with a large ('(•ntre case containing 
sharks and rays, (li) the large Mammal galiery, and 
(4) the small Mammal gallery. In these galleries 
representative forms of almost all types of animals 
found within Indian limits are exhibited, and in 
special case's peculiar animals not found in India, are 
also .shown to complc'te tlie survey of the Animal 
Kingdom. In the I'c'cently arranged gallt'ries. as for 
<^xam[)lc in the Invertebrate, the Insect, and to some 
c'xtent in the h'ish, and the Amphibian and Rc'ptilian 
galleries, detailed explanatory labels are mounted 
with the exhibits. 'Fliis arrangement not only makes 
it possible for the lay public to understand the c'xhibits, 
but has for its basis the idea of making the galleries 
particularly useful to thestudc'iits of .Natural History. 
With tliis emd in view, actual specimens, dissections, 
models, charts and other devieexs for illustrating the 
peculiarities of the structure of the different groups 



( 14 ) 


of the Animal Kingdom have been exhibited. In the 
older galleries there are many exhibits of exceptional 
interest; ami though the arrangement is not quite up 
to date, they serve their purpose of illustrat^ing the 
different types of Indian Fauna. » 

The iieserve Collections, which are very exten- 
sive, are of a far greater magnitude than those 
exhibited in the public galleries. These collections 
form the I)asis of original work on Indian Zoology; 
and the results of the investigations are published 
either as separate monographs or in the “ Records ” 
and “ Memoirs of the Indian Museum.’" I'he 
Reserve Collections are not open to the public, but all 
students of Natural History can have free access to 
them. 

Attention may also be drawn to the very exten- 
sive librai’v of the Zoological Survey of India, which 
contains books on all branches of Zoology and is 
undoubtedly the best library of its type in the whole 
of Asia. It is open to all serious students of Natural 
History and Zoology. 

The Zoological Survey of India is also the 
custodian of the very extensive, though heterogeneous 
collections in the so-called ethnological gallery. 4'his 
gallery is popularly known as the “ Nanga Kamra “ 
from the almost nude life-size models of the various 
primitive tribes which are exhibited in this room. 
The collections in this gallery cover a very wide field 
and the exhibits include representatives of the ethno- 
logy of almost all the tribes and castes which live in 
different parts of India. For want of sufficient spai'e 
the exhibits are somewhat crowded, but special atten- 
tion may be drawn to the very rich iind e.xtensive 
collections of Indian musical instruments and the 
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exliibits illustrating tlie habits and customs of the 
various primitive folks like tlie Abors, the N'agas, tj^e 
Andamanese, the Nicobarese and others. The very 
I'ich collection of the dilVerent types of fishing imple- 
ments and boats in use in different parts of India is 
also of special interest. 



TIIK IvrKTKORT.TK (VAM,KUY. 


TIJK GEOI.OGICAL SECTION 
The Geolof^ienl (k)llei‘ti()ns are I’oiitaiiio:! in 
several galleries. Minerals and roeks are on tlie north 
side of the Quadrangk', meteorites in the noi th-west 
corner and vertebrate fossils on the west side of the 
tjuadrangle, north of the Entrance Hall. All these 
are on the ground floor. On the first floor, on the 
north side of the Quadrangle, are the vertebrate 
fossils. Some 300,000 specimens, the proj)erty of the 
Ideological Survey of Tndiii, are housed in these 
galleries, over 60,000 being on exhibition. 

The nucleus of tliese collections was derived 
from the Museum of the Asiatic Society. Soon after 
the foundation of the Geological Survey (jf India in 
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I SOI, till* colli'i-tion ()i‘ miiu'nils ;iii(l fossils in tin* 
Mnsi'uin of Kcononiic (jcology wns tnuisfonvd fi’ovu. 
llie Socii'ty s Rooms to tlu* tlioli lu*!i(li|niirters of llii* 
Survi'vjn Hastings Slreot. 'I'lii* Musouniof I'A'unoinio 
Hoolngy was anialganiated witli tlie (loologifal Siirvoy 
in lS;>:i; and the eomhined eol lent ions were transferred 
to the building in which they are now housed in 1S70. 
As the (Geological tSurvey grew in mimhers the rate at 
which ac(|uisitions have accrued has grown corn*- 
spoudiugly; some ()()() specimens are now added* 
annually. 'I’o H. Riddingtou, the Asiatic Society’s 
(■urator. to 'I'homas Oldham, the first Superiutendeut 
of the (Geological Survey of India and in their present 
home, to F. R. Mallet. R. lA'dekker, O. Feistmantel 
ami '1'. II. Holland the main credit is due for the 
arrangement of the collections. 

The mineral gallery contains repre.sontative. 
specimens from all over the world but mainly, of 
i-ourse, from India. The collection of zeolites, formed 
largely during railway construction in the Western 
(Ghats, is probably unsurpassed anywhere. Some 
magnilicent specimens of Indian mica are included. 
A separate collection of minerals of economic value is 
shown in the wall cases and in the bays. 

The rock collections are more comprehensive than 
sfiectacular, comprising 44,()()0 specimens of which 
only :J,7()0 are exhibited. Over 18,000 thin sections 
of these rocks are available for study. Specimens of 
building stones are shown in thi* verandah outside 
the gallery. On this verandah, too, may be seen part 
of a fossil tree, 72 feet long, from rocks now thought 
to belong to the Raniganj and not the Ranchet series. 

The collection of meteorites is the largest in 
Asia; jind, on account of the nuinbei*, variety, beauty 
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and rarity of its specimens, one of the most important 
'n the world. It comprises 466 separate falls. India, 
on account of its large area and dense population, is 
a frequent source of really authenticated meteorites, 
that is, those which Imve been seen to fall; aiAl it 
has consequently been possible tc build up this great 
collection mainly by exchange, at comparatively small 
expense. Several of the very few iion meteorites 
that have been seen to fall are on view. In the 
meteorite gallery structural geology is illustrated, and 
iiere also one may ex{)eriraent with that freak of rock 
constriudion, flexible sandstone, d'he gallery includes 
a good (.'ollection of manganese minerals. 

d’he vertebrate fossil gallery houses about 27,000 
specimens of which some Il.OOO are in the show cases. 
Most of the s])ecimens have been collected from that 
rich stoi’ehonse of 'Pertiary vertebrates, th(> Siwalik 
beds, along the foothills of the irimalaya; and the 
gallery is usually referred to as the Siwalik gallery. 
The most sti’iking feature is a skull of Klephu)^ 
antiffuus and among the more interesting exhibits ai-e 
those illustrative of the ancestry of man. 

in the vertebrate fossil gallery upstairs, atten- 
tion may be drawn to the rich lollection of fossil 
plants from the (iondwana System, to the Froductus 
Tiimestone fossils from the Salt Range, and to the 
collections from Spiti, of such importan(!e for strati- 
graphical purposes. Considerations of space have 
relegated to this galleiy several vertebrate sj)ecimpns 
among which may be seen a large restoration of the 
Mi'(f(dnthn''ium , for so many years a palscontological 
puzzle. 




THK TNDrS'l’RIAL (JALI^KRY. 


THE INDUSTRIAL SECTION 

'I’lie s])eoiimRis rcj)r(‘si‘itted in the {f.illery of this 
section fire of eotnmereial and iiidnstrial interest, 
chiefly helonging to the Vegetable Kingdom. In 1872 
the Ih'ngal Economic Museum was established in 
(hvlcutta. Sir tJeorge Campbell, then Lieutenant- 
Governt)!' of Bengal, at the suggestion of Mr. Justice 
IMiear, directed the collection of the commercial and 
industrial ])i‘oducts of Bengal with a view to makiTig 
it accessible to the public. The collection was to 
include* seeds, grains, fibres, silk, oils, drugs, timbers 
and minerals. Under strong local committees in * 
each district in Bengal and Assam, specimens poured 
in, and a small staff at headquarters registered and 
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lalx'llod and de|)(»siL(‘d IIhmii. M'lio 'Foa I'oinpauios of 
vsani and Darjeelinj^, managers of the (^)ll^e 1 ■ies and 
tlie -lute Mills in Bengal gave sanij'les of teas, eoals. 
raw jnte threads, iinished hags, ete. 'Flio (:^u))erin- 
tendent of tin* Royal Botanic (Jardens at Sihimnsent 
a, collection of “cyclone wood” or specimens cut 
from trees hlowui dowm by storm in the c yclones of 1804 
and 1807. Bac, indigo, tobacco and oil sc*,eds were 
coiitri 1)11 ted from various districts. 

Sir tlcorge (Nimpl)ell at first intended to loc-ate 
the building at Alipore in the corner of the Belvedere 
grounds tow'ards Woodland. But in December 1870, 
it was decided to utilise the (histoms Mouse 
godowns, abutting on Dallionsie Scpiare. Wlum tliis 
site was rccpiired by the East Indian Railway (’ompany 
lor their otlice in 1870, the colleetion was removed to 
l5^, Hastings Strc'et, a houseat the corner of Hastings 
Street and Strand Road, which was unfortunatcdy 
lar too small for an adecjiiate arrangement of the' 
cases and sam])les for exhibition purposes. ft 
apfii'ars from the rc'cords that by Dec'embc'r 1874. 
2,217 spc'cinu'iis wei’e rec'eived and catalogued and by 
1881 the registerc'd specimens uumbeied 14,511). 
'Fhe Museum made no progress, after its c'hangc to 
Hastings Street. 'Fhe removal in 1871) carried out 
in little over a month threw the colU'ction into great 
disorder and for a time the e.vhihition was closed. 
'Idle Bengal Economic Museum at Hastings Street 
was re-opened to the jniblic in duly 1882, but many 
Specimens Avere destroyed OAving to the neglect of these 
fcAv years. The Calcutta rnternational E.xuihition 
Avas opened on the 4th of Decennber 1883 and the 
Committee of the Exhibition obtained the jierniission 
to secure from (jovernuient the large collection of the 
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iocal Museum and the Keonomu (Jourt oi‘ this Exhihi- 
tion. was a. temporary stnieture on the Maidan facing* 
the present main building (»f the Indian Museum. 

'I'he^col lections which found a place in that 
(vourf^comprised ; (1) The entire collei tion of the 
Bengal Economic Museum, (2) 'I’he collectio (U 
Economic products and Indian Art made l)v the 
.Ileveniie anfl Agrieultural Department of tlu' 
Government of India, (2) 'I'he collection of pi'oihicts 
contrihuted hv f)rivate individuals, (4) 'I’he trade 
samples su|)plicd by the various Indian Chanibcrs of 
Commerce and individual inei’chants. ;iud (a) A 
small series of ethnologi<-al sp!Tinien> j)iiri hase(l nr 
loaned. 

.\t the close of the Exhibition in lSs4. the 
economic sf)ecijneTis were housed in temporary sheds 
on the site now occupied by the School of Art and in 
the annexe to the Chowringhee mail’ buildings. 'I’hc 
.subsecpient treatment, however, that they irceived 
reduced (ionsiderably tlie value of the collection. 

'The total nimiber of specimens at this time Avas 
17,085. 'I'he registers are still piv.sei'ved .showing 
-the names and districts Avhere they were collected. 
The presentable s|)(‘cimens were oi’derly arrangi’d in 
tlic temporary cjuarters, but the staff for the next 
few years could do little more than cope Avith the 
damaging influence of the climate. 

It was necessary to arrange and com]Alete the 
ncAv collections in a systematic Avay that Avould meet 
the Avants of the scientific enquirer as well as of the 
nianufacti^irer merchant and provide instnu’tion 
and recreation for the general public. The Govern- 
ment of Bengal undertook to erect the wdng of the 
Museun\ in Sudder Street in 1882, and the Avork of 



( '22 ) 


construction, started in 1888, was finished in 18!)1. 
'Mr. I'hurston, who was then acting for Dr. Watt as 
“ Reporter on Economic Products ” in executive 
charge cf f’conoinic and Arts Section, removed all the 
collections of economic products, art ware/,’ and 
ethnological .specimens into the new building in 
Sudder Street. The Art gallery was opened to the 
public in September 1892. About this tim(‘ a new 
system was inaugurated for making a collection 
of c(‘onomic products. Various exhibitions held in 
Europe and elsewhere recpiircd samples and products 
and th(‘v Avere suf)plied from the Indian Museum oi- 
obtaliu'd by the staff of the Economic Section. The 
preparation of a permanent exhibition for the lmf)erial 
Iristilute, London, afforde<l an excellent opportunity 
for collecting new materials of vvhich duplicates w'cre 
retained ami utilised in building up the present 
Economic Court. 'Pho Economic Court was opened 
to the public in May 1901, Avhen the register rec’orded 
lo,785 .specimens in addition to a few articles belong 
ing to the Rengal Economic Museum. The ('ollec- 
tion continued to expand and during the years 1904 
to 1910 receiving between 700 to 800 samphxs a year. 
A selc'ction of the most instructive sjK'cimens are 
exhibited in the Court w'hile a large number of cereals 
and pidses aie registered and kept in the Herbarium 
for scientific study. 

'Phe collections in this gullet y are arranged under 
the following headings: — 

(1) Gums, resins, India rubber, lac, kino. 

(2) Oils, oil-seeds, oil-cakes, soaps and waxes. 

(3) Dyes, tans, indigo and cutch. 

(4) Fibres, silk, cotton, jute, etc. 

(5) Indigenous drugs and industrial products. 
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(()) Narcotics, such as o|)iuin, tobacco, Indian 
liemp. 

(7) I’ood substances, cereals, pulses, s»if];ar, 
vegetables and fruits. 

Timbers. 

(b) 'Pea and coffee. 

(10) Miscellaneous. 

A Cbemical Laboralory was Pitted up on the 
ground floor in 1807 where numbers of KA-oiiomic 
Products were scientifically tested and innumerable 
samples of cereal grains, famine foods and paper 
making materials, gums and resin-; wer(‘ cbemi(‘ally 
examined. 

During recent years tlie gallery has been enriched 
by fresh collections chiefly made by the ('lira tor in bis 
tours. A very good collection of indigcmous drugs 
and food -substances of India are boused in proper 
slioAv-cases. Among other interesting exhibits 
various kinds of silk, lac and laccpier works may be 
found. Besides the galleiy, there is a herbarium 
attached to it where herbarium specimens of plants 
of economic importance are l<e])t properly arranged. 
1’be two very important drug plants. Cinchona and 
Opium, are shown in prominent show-cases in all 
their stages of development from the seed to the 
finished product. Besides these, exhibits of oils ;ind 
oil-seeds, fibres, gums and resins, which are indigenous 
to the country, are also housed in proper show-cases. 

There is also an up-to-date library attaclied to 
the Industrial Section, containing important publica- 
tions, relating to the various raAv materials and 
industri(?‘s originating from the Vegetable Kingdom. 
I'he library also maintains a valuable supply of current 
journals. The literature available on indigenous 
medicipal plants is probably the richest in India. 



THK AKT (iAT.r.KKV. I.OOKINC. NOUTII. 


TUli A UP (iALLRRY 

'I'he Art gallery bafHes description. It is :i 
regular feast for the eyes and is a feast of oriental 
splendour. There is the large Tibetan .Banner of 
applique work from Burma, displayed just at the 
entrance of the Art gallery from the Tish gallery. 
It is known in Burma as the Kalasa and is used to 
decorate the house on festive occasions or to ])artition 
off a portion of it for a guest. Tt also forms a gay 
roof covering for the bullock cart when thd, family 
travels to one of the large pagoda feasts. Then there 
is the white muslin chapkan, very finely embroidered 
in gold said to have been worn by Em[)eror Aurangzeb 
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niid given as a reward to one of his attendants after 
victory in some l)attle. I’he lihaviiag.vr House, whicii • 
can he seen iri this section, is tlie accurate and faitliful 
reprodj^ttion in wood of a Rajpur Chief's palace in 
Katliiawar. It is a very good s])eciniou of a purely 
Fliiidu style of wood carving. Lamp Stands, co})ies in 
wood of stom' jhllars in Madura Temple, an* woi-tliy 
of attentimi. The Ulutdaw or State Council Throne of 
King Tliihaw from Hurma, presented to the Museum hy ' 
His I'^xcellency Lord Curzon, is a marvel of Ihirmese 
art. There is also a carved shrine of ivory with the 
figun* of Buddha and two of his disciples surrounded 
hy t»ther (igures. A necklace and girdle made from 
liumaji tliigli lx)iu‘s worn hy the Jiamas from 'I'ihet is 
one of the nnuiy interesting exhibits of this section. 
'I'Ih* model of the 'I’aj inj‘de of ivory is a line piece of 
workmanship. 'Phere is also a screen carved out of 
stone in front of the room in which are housed tin* 
exhibits collected hy TiOrd Carmichael during his stay 
in llengal. Phis section ])osse.sses also exam])l(*s of 
filiiiree work. Tt is a curious fact that children of 
eight and nim* years of age, wlu)se powerful eyesight 
and nimble fingers are a great help to this work, turn 
out these ex(iuisitely finesam])les under the instruction 
of their masters. A ydate of silver with crystal border 
and the enamelled hooka with chillim and cover 
belonging to the Nawab of Ondh are also on view. 
The collection of Lord Carmichael contains rare and 
valuable selected specimens of Indian Tibetan art 
among which are prayer wheels, ornaments, scab- 
bards and writing table. 



Under Inudwnres tlie iollowinj^’ c lassification is 
% • 

{a) Glass mosaic. 

(h) AVood carving. 

(c) Inlaid wood. 

(d) I’ainted wood. 

(^) T^ipier niaclic. 

(/) I^eather. 

{(/) Tvory and horn. 

(//) Lacquer wares. 

(i) (Jlass and eartlien wares. 

(/) Stone wai’cs including la]>idarv worh, ami 
(/•) Metal wares. 
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I'lie Pictui’e gallery contains a rich collection of 
pictures representing the various schools of ^Indian 
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painting. NotewortJiy among these are tlie following 
pictures; — 

(1) Drawing of wounded lion. 

(2^A music party at the court of Sultan 
Muhaininad Tughlak, painted by Shalipur 
of Shorrasan, in 1534. 

(3) Picture of a Turkey-cock, belonging to 

Jahangir, probably painted by Mansur. 

(4) Picture of a bird called Jurz. painted by 

vstnd Mansur. 

(5) Picture of a wliite crane, bt'longing to 

dahaugir. 

(6) Portrait of J'aizi, Akbar’s poet laureat(‘. 

(7) Priests in council at night, inost ])robably 

painted by Bihzad. 

(8) Portrait of Prince Muhammad Murad on an 

elepJiant l)y Iqbal. 

(D) Portrait of Sadi, the Shakespeare of the 
East. 

(10) Deer hunting by night. 

(11) Portrait of tw’o women dancing. 

(12) Emf)eror flaliangir shooting a. lion. 

(13) Celebrations at the marriage of Prim.*e 

Khurram. 

(14) Travellers round a camp fire. 
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GKNKRAL REMARKS 

The management of the Indian Museum is in the 
iiands of a Trust constituted by the Government of 
India. The 'Frustees have introduced a s^Tieme of 
attractive popular lectures on subjects chiefl^^-epre- 
sented in the public galleries of the Museum. These 
lectures are now very popular. T’wo courses of 
lectures are usually delivered within a year: the one 
in winter and the other in summer. A course of 
highly interesting industrial lectures on the develop- 
ment of the material resources of India was organised 
in 1918, and the first lecture of the coui’se was delivered 
by Lord lionaldshay, the then Governor of Rengal. 
The average attendance at these lectures is 160. 

Nearly ii.OOO persons visit the Indian Museun» 
daily. Guides to explain the exhibits to visitors are 
available on Mondays and Fridays in the Geological 
galleries. Facilities to students are offered by every 
department of the Museum. The Post-Graduate 
Department of the C.alcutta University hold their 
classes and examinations in the galleries of the Indian 
Museum. Research scholars are also allowed to study 
m the departmental libraries of the Museum, the 
libraries of the Geological and the Zoological Surveys 
being the best in the East. 
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